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oo. 
‘Hitchcock in spyland again 
cs i - By Lautse Sweeney “ “audiences — a ne which’ adds to the | 
Ise The® problems: with having redd-the hook: film’s credibility. . Frederick Stafford, a: 


* European star, plays the pivétal role of | 
wkFrench career. diplomat André Devereaux,., 
‘wiz zee off-again. -On-again accent, and a: 
great deal of polish. But not much, emo- | 
tion: In'one tragic plane seene he might be | 
deciding on chicken or steak for dinner. 


t first, when it's a thriller like “‘Topaz,’” is - 
“that you're never sure just -how tingling ° 
‘tthe film is, Even in the hands of a master 
oe e like Alfred Hitchcock, much of the action: 
i! §eds still-second sight. ‘ 
é- Leon Uris’s novel about a Communist *.. : 
te espionage ring called “Topaz,” operating Dany Robin is -his unhappy, lacquered { 
Ff ‘from the heights of the French Government, ‘' Wife, Karin Dor his fiery Cuban under- 
fp 


1aqs .», ground mistress. Michel Piccoli is suave | 
oe Ge. re gees a "ne Fteoc based *,, and sinister as a top French official. The ‘ 
oo, cg EM it & at nia lattering good stari— “'" best known faee.in.the group is that of John _ 
ies be on WW gets 0 a Clattering § --Forsythe, who conipetently plays American. 

’ ¥ the whirlwind defection of a top Russian of- ‘"ombas sy career officer. Michacl Nord.’ 
ficial and his family to the United States ’)’) strom. In a minor role, Roscoe Lee Browne’: 
hs ,, during a visit to Denmark. Black Mercedes ; tas 4 freedanté Harlem spy is ‘cool wily. 

: [ getaway car, waiting plane, touchdown ins. /and delightful. . re 
L ‘Washington, it. all zips along with the off "6 There are some nice Hitch¢ock Wace | 
beat suspense typical of Hitchcock. Very - ee : 

{ clumsy operation—it wasn’t the way we \: Tike having the Russians in the get-away ~ 
; would have done it,” says the. Russian, ‘ny scene duck bullets that are never fired, play: 


cing on the fear‘of unseen danger that is-one’} 

ee dourly played by -Per-. ‘gest his favorite devices for heightening sus- 5 
* KE “Hitchcock's “Topaz doesn’t stay: with © “pense. But there are no really memorable . 
* | ®the Russian family as the novel does in its”. Hitchcock moments in this film, equal to the, f 
.. [fascinating study of their Americanization,....°tennis scene in Strangers on’ a Train” in. 
r ft and -it’ differs along other plot lines. But -:~ which only the murderer is not following the: 
K 

I 


Samuel Taylor's screenplay has kept the. Volley. Some viewers will be reliéved that § 
‘Cuban-missile-crisis subplot. The ending is a +i there are none of the moments of sheer., ! 
particular disappointment after the book. It Sp aye which marked the shower ‘scene in . 7 
 f.just drops‘off, as though Hitchcock had gote-)-''Psycho or the rush of Attacking wings in. 
t ten’ bored with it. Himself appears almost * i “The Birds. a 
- It’s a good Hitchcock but nota great Hitch:” 
‘“'eock,, And those who go to see his films for.’ | 
For his’ cast nerd has. ‘cnchen many: their breathless. roller-coaste; 4 
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, ubliminally, as he usually does in his films. 
Lee the airport scene. ‘ 
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